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Improving regulatory policy
through research, education, and outreach.


 



Our Research
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Promotes best practices for regulatory analysis
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Improves regulatory processes and institutions
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Serves as a source for objective information
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"The GW Regulatory Studies Center has done phenomenal work in cataloguing and analyzing reforms in regulatory policy...[it is] a national treasure."



Cass R. Sunstein

Robert Walmsley University Professor, Harvard

OIRA Administrator Under President Obama

















  
    
      
      
          
    Featured: The Congressional Review Act





What it does


The Congressional Review Act (CRA) establishes procedures for Congress to overturn final rules issued by federal agencies. After an agency's rule is reported to Congress, members of Congress have 60 days to introduce a joint resolution disapproving of the rule. When signed into law, these resolutions of disapproval (RDs) overturn the rule in question and bar agencies from issuing a "substantially similar" rule. The CRA offers two unique mechanisms: the Senate "fast-track" procedures and the "lookback" period. For an in-depth discussion of these mechanics and more, see our Regulatory Insight A Lookback at the Law: How Congress Uses the CRA. 


CRA Use Trending Upward for Both Major and Non-major Rules, 1996-2022
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The Lookback Period

The CRA's lookback provision gives Congress an additional chance to review rules issued in the period starting 60 working days before the end of a session of Congress through the beginning of the subsequent session of Congress.


Commentary:


A Lookback at the Law: How Congress Uses the CRA. Sarah Hay, February 13, 2024. The CRA establishes procedures for overturning final rules issued by federal agencies. How does the CRA work? And how has Congress used the CRA since its inception in 1996?
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Our Latest Publications





 


Economically Significant Final Rules Published by Presidential Year
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Regulation by Adjudication 



March 20, 2024

If the Supreme Court limits or overturns the Chevron Deference doctrine, it will likely lead to a phase of regulation by adjudication as agencies adapt  






  

    
    



    
Technology and Public Commenting: Congress Takes Action 



March 11, 2024

A new legislative proposal aims to implement ACUS recommendations to better handle mass campaigns in the public commenting process.  






  

    
    



    
Summary: Discussing Agile Regulation 



March 5, 2024

Agile regulation may enable agencies to respond to public needs to a greater extent than they could under rigid rulemaking procedures  
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Current Highlights
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Learn about the Congressional Review Act
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Opioid Use Disorder
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Agriculture & Regulation








 



Browse Publication Types
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Articles & Working Papers
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Agency Comments & Testimony
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Books & Reports
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Commentaries & Insights
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"Your input and expertise during the drafting of the Early Participation in Regulations Act of 2019 and SMART Act of 2019 was invaluable."





Joint Statement (PDF)

Senator Kyrsten Sinema (D-AZ)

Senator James Lankford (R-OK)



















 


Video Testimonials
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GW Alum

"The GW Regulatory Studies Center provided me with the analytical skills I needed, and gave me a sense of community as an international student."
— Ana Maria Zárate Moreno
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GW Faculty

"It is rare to find a situation where you have a community of scholars who are so accomplished all studying regulation in one place."
— Christopher Carrigan
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Policy Practitioners

"To make my stories authoritative I like to talk to analysts who have practical knowledge of regulatory policy, and that's why I keep returning to the GW Regulatory Studies Center."
— Cheryl Bolen
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Popular Media

"The GW Regulatory Studies Center gives students hands on experience that I craved when I was in school. Programs like this are simply invaluable."
— Shawne McGibbon












Subscribe

Our latest content delivered to your inbox!





Donate

Support our mission!





Follow

Engage with us on Twitter & Facebook!
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